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me In my knowledge of myself, and nothing to guide me in
my conduct to others. The consequence of my unphiloso-
phical education was my utter wretchedness.

I determined to re-educate myself. Conceiving myself a
poet, I resolved to pursue a course which should develop
and perfect my poetic power ; and, never forgetting that I
was a man, I was equally earnest, in a study of human
nature, to discover a code of laws which should regulate
my intercourse with my fellow-creatures. For both these
sublime purposes it was necessary that I should form a
comprehensive acquaintance with nature in all its varieties
and conditions ; and I resolved therefore to travel. I in-
tended to detail all these feelings to my father, to conceal
nothing from him, and request his approbation and assist-
ance. In the event of his opposition, I should depart with-
out his sanction, for to depart I was resolved.

I remained a week at the castle musing over these pro-
jects, aud entirely neglecting my duties, in the fulfilment
of which, ever since the publication of 'Manstein,' I had
been very remiss. Suddenly I received a summons from
my father to repair to him without a moment's delay.

I hurried up to town, and hastened to his office. He
was not there, but expecting me at home. I found him
busied with his private secretary, and apparently very much
engaged. He dismissed his secretary immediately, and
then said, c Contarini, they are rather troublesome in Nor-
way. I leave town instantly for Bergen with the king. I
regret it, because we shall not see each other for some little
time. His majesty has had the goodness, Contarini, to
appoint you Secretary of Legation at the Court of London.
Your appointment takes place at once, but I have obtained
you leave of absence for a year. You will spend this at-
tached to the Legation at Paris, I wish you to be well ac-
quainted with the French people before you join their
neighbours. In France and England you will see two great